DAYSOF
DIALOGUE
ON

BRINGING US
TOGETHER

History of Days of Dialogue

In 1995, as a result of the verdict in the O.J. Simpson trial that polarized many Los Angeles

communities, then Los Angeles City Councilperson Mark Ridley-Thomas inaugurated

Los Angeles’ first city-wide discussion, the Days of Dialogue. Since then, tens of thousands
of people, both locally and nationally, have participated in Days of Dialogue programs.
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Quotes:

INSTITUTE FOR NONVIOLENCE IN LOS ANGELES

“The American public is divided—over economic
policy, social policy, foreign policy, race, privacy and
national security, and many other things. A host of
factors, from partisan gerrymandering to exclusionary party primaries, are driving them further apart.”
—Russell Berman,The Atlantic, March 9, 2016

“Individual rights are not subject to a public vote; a
majority has no right to vote away the rights of a minority; the political function of rights is precisely to
protect minorities from oppression by majorities (and
the smallest minority on earth is the individual).”
—Ayn Rand

“You now have billions of people on the internet,
and most of them are not that happy with the
status quo…
They think their local government is authoritarian.They think they’re on the wrong side of the
establishment. They’re aggrieved by identity politics and a hollowed-out middle class…
Through this new technology, people are now empowered to express their grievances and to follow
people they see as echoing their grievances. If it
wasn’t for social media, I don’t see Trump winning.”
— Ian Bremmer, President, Eurasia Group

“The greatest purveyor of violence in the world: My
own Government. I cannot be Silent.”
— Martin Luther King Jr.

NYT Thursday Nov 17, 2017
Social Media’s Globe-Shaking Power
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/16/world/europe/obamatrump-nationalism-europe.html?_r=0

“Globalization combined with technology combined
with social media and constant information have disrupted people’s lives, sometimes in very concrete
ways…A manufacturing plant closes and suddenly
an entire town no longer has what was the primary
source of employment”
—Barack Obama
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/11/28/obamareckons-with-a-trump-presidency

To use a philosophical analogy here, racism is not
based on some empirical generalization; it is based
rather on an ontological affirmation. It is not the assertion that certain people are behind culturally or
otherwise because of environmental conditions. It is
the affirmation that the very being of a people is
inferior. And this is the great tragedy of it.
—Martin Luther King, “The Other America,” 1967
“If we stand together despite our differences…our
best days are yet to come.”
—Hillary Rodham Clinton, 11/9/16
“We all need to give President-Elect Trump a
chance. Support the good. Lobby against what we
disagree on. No one is bigger than us all.”
—Mark Cuban, 11/9/16 on Twitter
“I am angry. We should all be angry. Anger has a
long history of bringing about positive change.”
—Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
2 | DAYS O F D I A LO G U E.O R G

“Any woman, any minority or anyone who is just
pushed to the side of society for them to make it
ahead in any industry in politics, in entertainment - in any industry it is an act of bada**ness. Because
there’s so much staked against you in a white-male
dominated culture, it’s just the way it is…”
—RuPaul host of RuPaul’s Drag Race on ET
News, September 1, 2016
“I think Trump knows he is under-qualified but I sincerely think he will fill his cabinet with people who
perform their functions effectively. His legacy is
banking on this and right now it isn’t secure because the whole world, even Americans, are laughing
when they say Trump won.

It’s sincerely hard to believe. I feel Hillary would have
been business as usual, she would have had nothing
but political favors.”
—Paul, Ohio, software engineer, “Why did people
vote for Donald Trump?” 11/9/16
www.the guardian.us/us-news
“This was a whitelash against a changing country.
It was whitelash against a black president in part.
And that’s the part where the pain comes.”
—Van Jones,CNN Commentator,November 8,2016
Hillary Clinton won the popular vote with diverse
urban clusters. Donald Trump’s electoral path largely
bypassed metropolises. In many cases their supporters lead different lives and distrust one another.
—LA Times, November 9, 2016
“Something will crack… The nonsuburban electorate will decide that the system has failed and
start looking around for a strongman to vote for—
someone willing to assure them that, once he is
elected, the smug bureaucrats, tricky lawyers, overpaid bond salesmen, and postmodernist professors
will no longer be calling the shots. . . . One thing that
is very likely to happen is that the gains made in
the past forty years by black and brown Americans,
and by homosexuals, will be wiped out. Jocular contempt for women will come back into fashion. . . .All

the resentment which badly educated Americans
feel about having their manners dictated to them
by college graduates will find an outlet.
—Richard Rorty, “Achieving Our Country
(1998)”
“Until recently, religious institutions, academia, and
media set out the parameters of acceptable discourse, and it ranged from the unthinkable to the
radical to the acceptable to policy . The continuum
has changed. Had Donald Trump said the things he
said during the campaign eight years ago—about
banning Muslims, about Mexicans, about the disabled, about women—his Republican opponents,
faith leaders, academia would have denounced him
and there would be no way around those voices.
Now, through Facebook and Twitter, you can get
around them.There is social permission for this kind
of discourse. Plus, through the same social media, you
can find people who agree with you, who validate
these thoughts and opinions. This creates a whole
new permission structure, a sense of social affirmation for what was once thought unthinkable.This is a
foundational change.”
—David Simas, Obama’s political director
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/11/28/obama-reckons-with-a-trump-presidency

“(The new media ecosystem)… means everything
is true and nothing is true… An explanation of climate change from a Nobel Prize-winning physicist
looks exactly the same on your Facebook page as
the denial of climate change by somebody on the
Koch brothers’ payroll. And the capacity to disseminate misinformation, wild conspiracy theories, to paint
the opposition in wildly negative light without any rebuttal—that has accelerated in ways that much
more sharply polarize the electorate and make it
very difficult to have a common conversation.”
—Barack Obama

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/11/28/obama-reckons-with-a-trump-presidency

“Faced with so much conflicting information,
many people are prone to think that everything
is biased, everything conflicts, that there is no way
to get out of the Library of Babel we find ourselves in, so why try?”
—McKenzie Funk
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/20/opinion/the-secretagenda-of-a-facebook-quiz.html

In Washington Pizzeria Attack, Fake News
Brought Real Guns
“The shooting underscores the stubborn lasting
power of fake news and how hard it is to stamp out.
Debunking false news articles can sometimes stoke
the outrage of the believers of false stories, leading

Quotes:

fake news purveyors to feed that appetite with more
misinformation. Efforts by social media companies
to control the spread of these stories are limited, and
shutting one online discussion thread down simply
pushes the fake news creators to move to another
space online.
“The reason why it’s so hard to stop fake news is
that the facts don’t change people’s minds,” said
Leslie Harris, a former president of the Center for
Democracy & Technology, a nonprofit that promotes
free speech and open internet policies.When users
are caught abusing the terms of one media platform, they simply go to another...”
—Cecilia Kang and Adam Goldman

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/05/business/media/cometping-pong-pizza-shooting-fake-news-consequences.html

What is the most important source of news and
therefore the most powerful media organization
in the world today?
Well, there is a good argument that the answer
is not a newspaper or broadcasting organization
but a social network, Facebook.
After all, it has 1.6 billion users and is becoming an ever more important place for them to
share news. More than 40% of the population
of the United States say they get news on Facebook - and for many it is where they go to share
and comment on stories.
Stories like this - “Pope Francis Shocks World,
Endorses Donald Trump for President”, “Barack
Obama Admits He Was Born in Kenya”, or
“Trump said in 1998 ‘If I were to run, I’d run as
a Republican. They’re the dumbest group of voters in the country’.”
What all of those stories had in common was that
they were completely made up. That did not stop
them being shared by millions of Facebook users.
Whoever created this torrent of untruth probably
had two motives - to cause mischief and to make
a large amount of cash through the adverts that
are the lifeblood of Facebook and the businesses
which live off what it describes as its ecosystem.
But they also succeeded in unleashing a debate about fake news and whether the internet,
far from spreading enlightenment as its creators
once hoped, was leaving us worse informed.
—Rory Cellan-Jones, Technology Correspondent, www.BBC.com
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-38106131

Why Facebook Can’t Fix Fake News

http://www.newsweek.com/2016/12/09/fake-news-facebookelection-2016-525657.html

Mark Zuckerberg has now announced that Facebook will try to do something to censor fake news
by cutting off the reason for its existence — advertising revenue.The teenage Macedonians and
Filipinos who created the fake news didn’t care
who was elected in the U.S.; they cared about
the advertising revenue. By admitting that Facebook would cut off the ad revenue to fake news
sites, Zuckerberg was admitting that Facebook is
a media company, that it isn’t amoral and that
serving the public interest matters.
—Charles Warner, The Media Curmudgeon
http://www.forbes.com/sites/charleswarner/2016/11/27/fakenews-facebook-is-a-technology-company/#70045b838e1d

Election Rigging
“There’s no evidence our election was rigged. We
had more than 1,000 people watching the vote on
Election Day. If millions of people voted illegally, we
would have seen some sign of it.
—Jessica Huseman and Scott Klein,
ProPublica, Nov. 28, 2016
Hate Crimes and Instances of Bias
The Trump Effect:
The Impact of the 2016 Presidential
Election on Our Nation’s Schools

“The increase (since the presidential election) in targeting and harassment that began in the spring
has, according to the teachers we surveyed, skyrocketed. It was most frequently reported by educators
in schools with a majority of white students.
The behavior is directed against immigrants, Muslims, girls, LGBT students, kids with disabilities and
anyone who was on the “wrong” side of the election.
It ranges from frightening displays of white power
to remarks that are passed off as ‘jokes.’”

https://www.splcenter.org/20161128/trump-effect-impact2016-presidential-election-our-nations-schools

Recent academic and journalistic reviews of online web services have revealed that many systems exhibit subtle biases reflecting historic
discrimination. Examples include racial and gender bias in search advertising, image recognition
services, sharing economy mechanisms, pricing,
and web-based delivery.The list of production systems exhibiting biases continues to grow and
may be endemic to the way models are trained
and the data used.
—Workshop on Fairness, Accountability,
and Transparency on the Web
www.fatweb.github.io
About Bridging the Divide:
“We cannot allow Mr. Trump to normalize the
idea that he is the ultimate arbiter of our rights.
Those who can will need to speak out boldly and
suffer possible retaliation. Others will need to
offer hands of kindness and friendship across the
traditional political divide, as well as to those who
may become targets because of who they are or
what they believe. Those who understand the
cause are called to the work, which I hope will
unify and bless our nation in time.”
—Evan McMullin, Independent Presidential
Candidate 2016,
NYT Op-Ed, Dec 5, 2016

“We have an amazing opportunity to raise a generation of Americans who are more knowledgeable
about and involved in their government than any
generation that’s come before them. “
—Lindsay Ferrier

http://suburbanturmoil.com/how-to-explain-election-tokids/2016/11/10/

—TED Talk by Jonathan Haidt:
Can a divided America heal?

https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_can_a_divided_amer
ica_heal

TRUTH and POST TRUTH:
The Word of the Year: POST – TRUTH
Oxford Dictionaries Word of the Year 2016 is posttruth – an adjective defined as ‘relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less
influential in shaping public opinion than appeals
to emotion and personal belief ’.

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/word-of-the-year/word-of-theyear-2016

“…Trump understands the new ecosystem, in
which facts and truth don’t matter.You attract attention, rouse emotions, and then move on.You can
surf those emotions. I’ve said it before, but if I
watched Fox I wouldn’t vote for me!”
—Barack Obama
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/16/world/europe/obamatrump-nationalism-europe.html?_r=0

Before you speak, let your words pass through three
gates: Is it true? Is it necessary? Is it kind?”
—Rumi as quoted in “The Three Gates of
Speech”
“Seekers of truth, the wise recognize there are five
factors that make our words worthy of our way.
They must be timely. They must be truthful. They
must be said with genuine affection for the hearer.
They must be said with the intention of being helpful.They must be said with genuine good-will.”
—Buddha
“I’ve grown to understand that there is a great divide between what people believe and what I know
to be true.”
—Jacqueline Kennedy, in the days immediately
following JFK’s assassination, November 1963
(quote attributed in the film “Jackie”)
“Truth is what your contemporaries let you get
away with.”
—Richard M. Rorty, “Philosophy and the Mirror
of Nature (1979)”
Women against women
One of the most surprising features of Trump’s victory was that he was able to galvanise (white)
women and to persuade them that a vote for
Hillary Clinton was a vote against their own better
interests.Trump’s success or, more properly, Clinton’s
defeat, has thereby demonstrated an important, if
sometimes overlooked, truth: women do not necessarily, or always, feel comfortable with feminism’s
perceived goals.
—A history of the American anti-feminism
behind Clinton’s defeat
December 5, 2016 6.48am EST,The Conversation

# B R I N G I N G U S T O G E T H E R 2016 | 3

Some Research:
( ( (

(

I N S T I T U T E FO R N ON V I O L EN CE I N L O S AN GEL ES

http://www.gallup.com/poll/198182/majority-say-trump-try-work-democrats.aspx?g_source
=Politics&g_medium=newsfeed&g_campaign=tiles, November 28, 2016
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Higher education in the
United States…is woefully monolithic in its
range of worldviews. In
2014, some 60 percent
of college professors
identified as either “liberal” or “far-left,” an increase from 42 percent
identifying as such in
1990. And while liberal
college professors outnumber conservatives 5to-1, conservatives are
considerably more common within the general
public.The world
of academia is,
therefore, different in terms of
political temperature than the
rest of society, and what is common knowledge and conventional wisdom among America’s campus dwellers can’t be
taken for granted outside the campus gates.
—Charles C. Camosy
Charles C. Camosy is an associate professor at Fordham University, and the author
of “Beyond the Abortion Wars: A Way Forward for A New Generation.”

Vox, December 2, 2016

How to Argue Fairly and Without Rancor

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/17/health/how-to-argue-fairly-and-without-rancor-hellothanksgiving.html?_r=0
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“Even before the
current campaign
began, the American public had
grown more ideologically polarized
along
partisan
lines, as Pew Research
Center

documented in a major
study.
As of 2015, 53% of
(
Republicans and Republicanleaning independents had
political values that were
mostly or consistently conservative, up from 31% in
2004. While Republicans
have shifted to the right, Democrats have shifted to the
left: In 2015, 60% of Democrats and Democratic-leaning
independents had values
that were mostly or consistently liberal, compared with
49% in 2004 and just 30% in 1994. In addition to ideological polarization, partisan animosity also increased substantially during this period.”
Pew Research Center FactTank November 7, 2016
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(

Republicans and Democrats have grown increasingly negative
in their evaluations of presidents representing the other party.
(
Partisan divisions over presidential performance are wider
now than at any point going back more than six decades, and this
growing gap is largely the result of increasing disapproval of the chief
executive from the opposition party. An average of just 14% of Republicans have approved of Barack Obama over the course of his
presidency, compared with an average of 81% of Democrats.
Pew Research Center FactTank November 7, 2016

Demographic changes have reshaped both party coalitions over the past
quarter century, pushing them further apart. Democratic voters are becoming less white, less religious and better-educated at a faster rate than
the country as a whole, while aging at a slower rate.Within the GOP, the
pattern is the reverse: Republican voters are becoming more diverse, better-educated and less religious at a slower rate than the country generally,
while the age profile of the GOP is growing older more
quickly than that of the nation as a whole.
Pew Research Center FactTank November 7,
2016

The most tolerant of Trump’s group are young people
aged 18 to 34, of whom only 29 percent “have a hard
time” dealing with Clinton’s supporters.
Rural America has more than 50 federal assistance
programs specifically set aside for it
(https://www.downsizinggovernment.org/agriculture/rural-subsidies; http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services), and people living there have a
lower labor force participation rate and higher participation
in
food
stamps
(http://www.urban.org/urban-wire/urban-ruraltrends-snap-participation-whats-going). Here’s hoping that the subsidies end and rural Americans learn
what it means to be truly self-reliant.
—Michael Easterly, reader comment,Wall Street Journal, Nov 9, 2016

(
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Liberals and conservatives exhibit different cognitive styles and converging lines of evidence suggest that biology influences differences
in their political attitudes and beliefs. In particular, a recent study of
young adults suggests that liberals and conservatives have significantly
different brain structure, with liberals showing increased gray matter
volume in the anterior cingulate cortex, and conservatives showing
increased gray matter volume in the in the amygdala…
…These results suggest that liberals and conservatives engage different cognitive processes when they think about risk, and they support recent evidence that conservatives show greater sensitivity to threatening stimuli.
—Darren Schreiber, Greg Fonzo, et al “Red Brain, Blue Brain:
Evaluative Processes Differ in Democrats and Republicans”

Pre Election:

Washington (CNN) Donald Trump has mentioned Mexico frequently
since his first day on the campaign trail. The GOP nominee’s first controversial campaign remarks on the country came in his presidential announcement speech, when he called some Mexican immigrants “rapists”
and criminals.
Aug 31, 2016 www.cnn.com 8/31/16

“I hear him not talking to black people, but talking to white people
about black people so they will think he cares about black people,”
said Alexis Scott, a former publisher of The Atlanta Daily World, a
black-owned newspaper.
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/25/us/politics/donald-trump-black-voters.html

Trump has purposely and methodically made his proposed Muslim ban
— and suspicion of American Muslims — a centerpiece of his nativist
pitch to voters, along with promises to bring back jobs from overseas
and crack down on illegal immigration.

Post Election:

Trump in Cincinnati,Talking About Unity,Trump condemns bigotry in
all forms and envisions an inclusive America premised on our own
American dream.www.c-span.org on December 2, 2016

SCIENCE AND THE POLITICAL BRAIN

…these findings suggest that as we trudge deeper into the political
world, we become more and more tied to our respective political
parties. Scientists believe this may build a feedback loop that fuels polarization in the political world, motivating us to selectively seek out
information that confirms our pre-existing beliefs. Even if we attempt
to break from this self-perpetuating cycle, research also suggests un(
derlying
neural mechanisms that impede our capacity to empathize
with members of the political out-group. It’s as if we are programmed
( (that
( is less
( than helpful for seeing alternative points of view.
in a way
—Dylan Goldstein, “Here’s What Science Says about the Brains of
Democrats and Republicans”

https://braindecoder.com/post/politics-neuroscience-1282982492#
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0052970
(

(

(
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https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2016/12/16/update-1094-bias-related-incidents-monthfollowing-election
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TIMELINE
CIVIC DIALOGUE TOPICS HAVE INCLUDED:

2016
■ DAYS OF DIALOGUE ON BRINGING US TOGETHER AND DAYS OF DIALOGUE ON THE FUTURE OF POLICING ■
2015
■ DAYS OF DIALOGUE ON THE FUTURE OF POLICING ■
2014
DAYS OF DIALOGUE ON POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONS IN THE AFTERMATH OF MICHAEL BROWN AND EZELL FORD ■
2013
■ GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION: A LEADERSHIP DIALOGUE TRAINING ■
■ DAYS OF DIALOGUE ON THE DEATH OF TRAYVON MARTIN: UNFINISHED BUSINESS ■
■ EFFECTIVELY UNDERSTANDING CULTURAL RELATIONS ■
2012
■ UNVEILING THE TABOO: DAYS OF DIALOGUE TO PREVENT CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE ■
■ NO EXCUSES: A DAY OF DIALOGUE ON CREATING A BETTER FUTURE ■
■ FROM WRECKAGE AND RUIN…THE ROAD TO REBIRTH: A DAY OF DIALOGUE ON THE ECONOMIC CRISIS AND COMMUNITY HEALTH ■
■ 20TH ANNUAL EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS SUMMIT ■
■ LEADERSHIP DIALOGUE - 20 YEARS LATER: A DAY OF DIALOGUE ON CIVIL UNREST ■
2011
■ EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS SUMMIT: EMPOWERED TO REALIZE THE DREAM ■
2010
■ ANNUAL EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS ■
■ RAMPART/WESTLAKE LAPD COMMUNITY DIALOGUE ■
■ EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS YOUTH SUMMIT ■
2009
■ PACIFIC PALISADES HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH DIALOGUE ON STREET RACING AND SCHOOL SAFETY ■
■ BUDGET SUMMIT: WE ARE THE SECOND DISTRICT EMPOWERED FOR CHANGE ■
■ SUSTAINING QUALITY SERVICE AFTER THE BUDGET CRISIS ■
2008
■ THE SUNLAND TUJUNGA COMMUNITY DIALOGUE ■
2007
■ THE POWER OF PEOPLE: EDUCATE, ENGAGE, EMPOWER (JANUARY 20, 2007) ■
■ WORKING TOGETHER FOR BETTER HEALTH CARE (PARTNERSHIP WITH CALIFORNIA SPEAKS) ■
■ LAUSD SECONDARY TRANSITION EDUCATION PROGRAM (STEP) ■
2006
■ CONFRONTING VIOLENT CRIMES: OUR COMMUNITIES. CONTINUING CHALLENGE (AUGUST 24, 2006) ■
■ CONSTRUCTIVE RESPONSES TO 9/11: CONFRONTING OUR FEARS, WORKING TOGETHER, MOVING AHEAD (SEPTEMBER 11, 2006) ■
■ EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR MENTAL HEALTH CONSUMERS: CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND SUCCESSES (OCTOBER 27, 2006) ■
■ DIALOGUE ON DISCRIMINATION IN THE LOS ANGELES CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT (FEBRUARY 23, 2007) ■
■ IMMIGRATION, RACE, & JOBS:VALID JUSTIFICATION FOR INTERCULTURAL CONFLICT (OCTOBER 6, 2006) ■
■ IS OUR COMMUNITY HEALTHY? ENERGIZING & MOBILIZING AROUND PREVENTION, ACCESS & EDUCATION ■
■ SCHOOLS, COMMUNITIES & SAFETY IN SOUTH L.A. ■
■ SCHOOLS, COMMUNITIES, AND STUDENT SAFETY:VIEWPOINTS FROM SANTEE HIGH (MAY 4, 2006) ■
2006
■ SEEKING APPROPRIATE RESPONSES TO PREDATORY PRACTICES IN
THE SUB-PRIME LENDING MARKET (APRIL 12, 2006) ■
2005
■ A DAY OF DIALOGUE ON THE DEVIN BROWN SHOOTING ■
■ HOMELESSNESS: OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND? ■
■ IS OUR COMMUNITY HEALTHY? ENERGIZING AND MOBILIZING AROUND PREVENTION, ACCESS, & EDUCATION (OCTOBER 1, 2005) ■
■ VIOLENCE IN OUR SCHOOLS: A DIALOGUE AMONG PRINCIPALS (JANUARY 14, 2005) ■
■ VIOLENCE ON WESTERN AVENUE: ENOUGH IS ENOUGH (AUGUST 12, 2005) ■
■ WHERE IS THE SAFETY NET? ■
2004
■ STATUS OF EFFECTIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT AND POLICE REFORM ■
2003
■ AFFIRMATIVE ACTION: THE NEXT FOUR YEARS ■
■ MAKING A DIFFERENCE: FROM WORDS TO ACTION ■
2002
■ FROM TRAGEDY TO TRANSFORMATION: L.A. AFTER 9/11 ■
■ REMEMBERING THE RIOTS ■
■ UNITED COMMUNITIES TO STOP VIOLENCE ■
2001
■ CARSON TOWN HALL ON SECESSION FROM LAUSD ■
■ CARSON UNITY DIALOGUE: UNITY STARTS WITH YOU ■
■ COMING TOGETHER IN A TIME OF CRISIS ■
■ HOUSING DISCRIMINATION AGAINST FAMILIES & CHILDREN: SAN GABRIEL VALLEY ■
■ HOUSING DISCRIMINATION BASED ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION, FAIR HOUSING COUNCIL ■
■ TEEN SUMMIT ON RACE RELATIONS ■
■ VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN DIALOGUE ON SEXUAL ASSAULT DENIM DAY LOS ANGELES ■
1996
■ DAY OF DIALOGUE ON RACE RELATIONS & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ■
■ DAY OF DIALOGUE ON RACE RELATIONS & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, YOUTH & FAMILY ISSUES ■
1995
■ DAY OF DIALOGUE ON RACE RELATIONS & AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ■
■ DAY OF DIALOGUE ON RACE RELATIONS ■
■ NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR DIALOGUES ■

Days of

Dialogue

The
First Step...
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BRINGING US TOGETHER

DIALOGUE

Days of

Dialogue

The
First Step...

Ground Rules:

The following guidelines have proven very useful in creating an environment
for honest and productive dialogue.
• Speak openly and honestly
• Listen carefully and respectfully to each person
• Keep comments brief and stay focused on task
• Explore differences respectfully and look for common ground
• Trust that the facilitator has the best interest of the group at heart
• Be respectful of the opinions of others
• Silence cell phones

INTRODUCTIONS & QUESTIONS:

1. What is your name and primary work or personal identity outside of your political

affiliation? What do you hope to gain in this dialogue session?

2. What concerns do you have, if any, about the outcomes of the recent election?
3. The Oxford Dictionaries Word of the Year 2016 is post-truth – an adjective defined

as ‘relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective facts are less influential
in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief.’ Do you think
that the ‘post-truth’ phenomenon influenced the 2016 election? If so, how?

4. What would be most helpful for us to do, post election, in bringing us together,
individually and/or collectively? What, if anything, are you committed to do, to make
our country a better nation?
www.daysofdialogue.org /

@daysofdialogue / facebook.com/daysofdialogue
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GLOSSARY

alt-right
The alt-right (short for “alternative right”)
is a loose group of people with far right ideologies who reject mainstream conservatism in the United States.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alt-right

white nationalism
an ideology that advocates a racial definition of national identity. Proponents of the
ideology identify with and are attached to
the concept of a whitenation. ...White separatism and white supremacy are subgroups of white nationalism.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_nationalism

post-truth
“an adjective defined as ‘relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective
facts are less influential in shaping public
opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief.’ “
www.oxforddictionaries.com

electoral college
(in the US) a body of people representing
the states of the US, who formally cast
votes for the election of the president and
vice president.
• a body of electors chosen or appointed
by a larger group.

fake news
false and sometimes sensationalist information presented as fact and published and
spread on the internet
www.collinsdictionary.com

globalization
is a process of interaction and integration
among the people, companies, and governments of different nations, a process driven
by international trade and investment and
aided by information technology.
www.globalization101.org/what-is-globalization/

Rust Belt
parts of the northeastern and midwestern
US that are characterized by declining industry, aging factories, and a falling population. Steel-producing cities in Pennsylvania
and Ohio are at its center.

fascism
an authoritarian and nationalistic right-wing
system of government and social organization.
• (in general use) extreme right-wing, authoritarian, or intolerant views or practice.

xenophobia
An unreasonable fear, distrust, or hatred of
strangers, foreigners, or anything perceived
as foreign or different.

racist
(noun) a person who believes that a particular race is superior to another.

bigot
a person who is obstinately or intolerantly
devoted to his or her own opinions and
prejudices; especially : one who regards or
treats the members of a group (as a racial
or ethnic group) with hatred and intolerance.
misogyny
dislike of, contempt for, or ingrained prejudice against women.

resurgence
rising or tending to rise again; reviving; renascent.

isolationism
The doctrine that a nation should stay out
of the disputes and affairs of other nations.
The United States practiced a policy of isolationism until World War I and did not
pursue an active international policy until
after World War II.
Except where noted, sources:
www.merriam-webster.com
www.dictionary.com

www.dictionary.com

2016 Pilot Days of Dialogue on Bringing US Together Steering Committee
Charlotte Dobbs
Jill Frank
Avis Ridley-Thomas
Rev. Aidsand F.Wright-Riggins III (AFWR3, LLC)

Technical Support
Julie Cole
Jeff Cole
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Audrey Jadlli

Our Sincere Appreciation…
• Thank you Spectrum Cable for ongoing support and partnership.
• Thank you Trusted Messenger Marketing for creating and supporting our first Facebook Live event
• Thank you Community Partners for sharing your phenomenal expertise and space with the Institute for Nonviolence in Los Angeles.
• Thank you American Baptist Home Missionary Societies
• Thank you Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas for inspiring Days of Dialogue over 25 years ago. We are proud to
uphold your legacy advocating dialogue on difficult topics. It is vital, now more than ever, to come together to dialogue and build a
better tomorrow.
• Thank you to all who participate in person, online, or both. Dialogue is the first step.
• A special thank you to our panelists and moderator in Los Angeles, CA and King of Prussia, PA for demonstrating your
commitment to advancing deliberative democracy at this challenging time in the history of our nation.
The Institute for Nonviolence in Los Angeles is a project of Community Partners, a 501(c)(3) organization./ 1000 N.Alameda St., Suite 240, Los Angeles, CA 90012

8 | DAYS O F D I A LO G U E.O R G

