
       

A
ll facilitators volunteer w

ith the Institute for N
onviolence in 

Los A
ngeles (IN

V
LA

). T
hey have received their training from

 various 
entities, including but not lim

ited to T
he LA

 C
ity A

ttorney's O
ffice 

D
ispute R

esolution Program
, Straus Institute for D

ispute R
esolution 

at Pepperdine, U
SC

 G
ould M

aster in D
ispute R

esolution, and the 
C

al State D
om

inguez H
ills N

egotiation, C
onflict R

esolution &
 

Peacebuilding Program
. O

ur partnerships include M
ediators Beyond 

Borders, Southern C
A

 M
ediation A

ssociation, K
ids M

anaging C
onflict, 

U
SC

 C
ivic Engagem

ent, LA
PD

 C
om

m
unity O

utreach D
evelopm

ent 
D

ivision, and the Em
pow

erm
ent C

ongress.  W
hen not volunteering 

w
ith IN

V
LA

, our facilitators are professional m
ediators, artists, 

educators, students, law
yers, psychologists, journalists, social w

orkers, 
faith leaders, entrepreneurs, and com

m
unity organizers. 

  T
he sincere thanks of the Institute for N

onviolence in Los A
ngeles 

and D
ays of D

ialogue is extended to all of our talented and com
m

itted 
volunteer facilitators.  Your ongoing support is invaluable to the w

ork 
w

e accom
plish. 

 Those people listed below
 have w

orked w
ith us consistently- som

e for 
m

any years- and have provided im
portant feedback for planning of the 

2020 series of dialogues.  
 

Sponsors: 
 

T
he Institute for N

onviolence in Los A
ngeles w

ishes to  
acknow

ledge the C
alifornia W

ellness Foundation for its  
im

pactful funding w
hich initiated this series,  

D
ays of D

ialogue on G
un V

iolence P
revention.  

A
dditional sponsors include B

axter Fam
ily Foundation,  

M
ajestic R

ealty, and the C
alifornia Endow

m
ent. 

  W
e w

ould like to express our gratitude to T
he E

m
pow

erm
ent 

C
ongress, w

ith w
hom

 w
e produced “G

un V
iolence P

revention: 
A

 L
eadership D

ialogue Training” for the 2013 E
m

pow
erm

ent 
C

ongress N
ational D

ay of Service.  O
ur current D

ays of D
ialogue 

series on G
un V

iolence P
revention continues this conversation, 

as w
e foster civic engagem

ent in order to illum
inate evolving 

attitudes and the possibilities for change. 
 

C
andace C

arnicelli 
C

harlotte D
obbs 

 Jill Frank 
A

lex Johnson 
A

vis R
idley-T

hom
as 

O
fficer R

ashad Sharif 
Jilynn V

alentine

The Institute for N
onviolence in Los A

ngeles is a project of C
om

m
unity Partners, a 501(c)(3) organization. / 1000 N

. A
lam

eda St., Suite 240, Los A
ngeles, C

A
 90012
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 G
round Rules: 

The follow
ing guidelines have proven  

very useful in creating an environm
ent  

for honest and productive dialogue. 

• Speak openly and honestly 
• Listen carefully and respectfully to each person 
• E

xplore differences respectfully and look for com
m

on  
   ground 
• Trust that the facilitator has the best interest of the  
   group at heart 
• Silence cell phones (unless the group agrees otherw

ise) 
• B

e respectful of the opinions of others 
 

 

  |   7

W
ho are w

e? Introductions,  
Background, G

round R
ules 

  Part 1.  Introduce Yourself 
  1.

W
hat is your nam

e, organization affiliation, if any? 
 2.

W
hat are your expectations of today’s dialogue? 

    Part 2.  C
ritical Q

uestions:   
 3.

W
hat has been the m

ost direct im
pact of gun violence on 

you or people that you know
? 

 4. 
H

ow
 have video gam

es and/or social m
edia im

pacted your 
im

pression of guns and gun violence? 
 5. 

W
hat are the m

ost positive experiences, if any, have you or 
others in your com

m
unity had involving law

 enforcem
ent? 

 6. 
W

hat are the m
ost negative experiences, if any, have you or 

others in your com
m

unity had w
ith law

 enforcem
ent? 

 7. 
H

ow
 have school shootings and classroom

 shooting drills  
affected your feelings of safety? 

 8. 
W

hat one im
portant recom

m
endation w

ould you m
ake to 

m
em

bers of law
 enforcem

ent to have the best possible  
relationship w

ith your com
m

unity? 
 9. 

A
re there any other issues about gun violence prevention 

that w
e have not discussed today that you w

ould like to  
discuss? 

    

Part 3. W
here are w

e now
 and how

 
did w

e get here? 
 T

he Second A
m

endm
ent to the U

nited States 
C

onstitution states: 
A

 w
ell-regulated m

ilitia, being necessary to the  
security of the free state, the right of people to keep and 
bear arm

s, shall not be infringed. 
  “T

he pandem
ic has inspired a surge in gun sales, but research show

s 
that having a firearm

 in the house w
on’t necessarily help in a danger-

ous m
om

ent —
 and it w

ill heighten other risks.”  
—

 M
elinda W

. M
oyer, w

w
w.thetrace.org, 4/7/2020 

   C
ritical questions: 

 10. 
T

he U
nited States has the highest rate of gun ow

nership in 
the w

orld—
by far. A

nd it has the highest rate of hom
icides 

am
ong advanced countries. W

hat factors contributed to this? 
H

ow
 did w

e get here? 
 11. 

D
uring this period of elevated stress due to C

ovid-19, killings 
of unarm

ed black m
en and w

om
en, skyrocketing  

unem
ploym

ent, and other events, w
hat concerns m

ight  
w

e have about easy access to firearm
s leading to increased 

cases of dom
estic violence and suicide? 

 12. 
W

hat are the m
ost im

portant factors in the prevention of 
gun violence? 

 13. 
W

hat are the m
ost im

portant things that you can do as an 
individual to prevent gun violence? 

 14. 
In order to m

ake us all feel safer, w
hat are the m

ost im
portant 

things that need to be done by society? 
 15. 

A
s a result of this dialogue- w

hat you learned- w
hat you 

shared- w
hat you heard- are there any actions that you w

ould 
like to take or be involved w

ith others in taking? If so, w
hat 

are they? 

        

 G
U

N
 V

IO
LEN

C
E P

R
EV

EN
T

IO
N

  

D
IA

LO
G

U
E

       

  

   

  “Trum
p did not m

ention gun violence once 
during the #

SO
TU

. H
e w

ants to defend the 
right to bear arm

s? W
hat about our right not 

to be shot?”  
 —

 Em
m

a G
onzalez, @

Em
m

a4C
hange 

#
M

archForO
urLives, 2/4/20 

  “An Am
erican W

om
an is shot by her partner 

every 16 hours.” 
  —

 Team
 Trace, 3/23/18 

  “W
hen I talk to gun ow

ners, N
.R.A. m

em
bers 

and voters, people don’t understand w
hy w

e 
allow

 strangers to sell guns to total strangers 
w

hen they have no idea if the person they’re 
selling the gun to could be a felon, could be 
som

eone w
ho’s getting a gun to go com

m
it a 

crim
e or could be a potential m

ass shooter 
or som

eone w
ho has serious m

ental issues.”   
 —

 Lt. G
ov. D

an Patrick (R-TX
) N

YT 
9/06/2019 
  “W

e’re going to need to w
ork on m

aking ac-
cess to m

ental health care at least as easy to 
access as a gun.  W

e’re going to have to look 
m

ore closely at a culture that glorifies guns 
and violence.” 
 —

 President Barack O
bam

a 
  “If I had 1,000 AR-15’s I could sell them

 in a 
w

eek…
W

hen I close (m
y store) they beat on 

the glass to be let in.” 
 —

 Jack Sm
ith, Independent G

un D
ealer, 

D
es M

oines, IA 
  “85%

 of the children in the w
orld w

ho are 
killed w

ith guns are killed in the U
nited States. 

 —
 M

ark Kelly, Am
ericans for Responsible Solutions 

(form
er astronaut, husband of G

aby G
iffords, 

2020 D
em

ocratic candidate for U
.S. Senate) 

  “Strong law
s aren’t just constitutional.  They’re 

also critical to reducing A
m

erica’s gun vio-
lence epidem

ic.” 
 --- The Second Am

endm
ent Battle ground :  

Victories in the C
ourts and W

hy They M
atter, 

w
w

w
.sm

artgunlaw
s.org 

   

  “I’m
 a hunter and believe in Second Am

end-
m

ent rights.  But you know
 w

hat?  I don’t need 
an assault w

eapon to shoot a duck.” 
 —

 Form
er Congressm

an Rick N
oland (D

-M
N

) 
  “It’s true that young offenders w

ho have 
com

m
itted 

school 
shootings 

in A
m

erica 
have also been gam

e players.  But young 
people in general are m

ore likely to be 
gam

ers - 90 percent of boys and 40%
 of 

girls play. The overw
helm

ing m
ajority of kids 

w
ho play do N

O
T com

m
it antisocial acts.” 

 —
 H

enry Jenkins, PhD
, Professor of C

om
m

u-
nications and C

inem
atic Arts at U

SC
 

  “W
e can all agree that w

e are all  ‘anti-m
assacre’. 

Even if w
e can’t agree that w

e’re all for gun 
control.” 
 —

Jon Stew
art 

  “The original purpose of the Second Am
end-

m
ent w

as not for sport.  I do think that law
s 

need to be looked at.  Look at lifestyles as 
they are today as opposed to w

hen they cre-
ated the Second Am

endm
ent.” 

 —
 Valerie D

ixon, son killed by gang gun violence 
  “The Sm

all Arm
s Survey stated that U

.S. Civilians 
alone account for 393 m

illion (about 46%
) of 

the w
orldw

ide total of civilian held firearm
s.  That 

am
ounts to 120.5 firearm

s for every 100 residents.”  
 —

 W
ikipedia 

  “Restricting firearm
s sales from

 honest law
-

abiding Am
erican citizens w

ill do little to prevent 
gun violence and m

uch to underm
ine the 

core values of a free society.” 
 —

 D
avid Keene, Form

er President, N
RA 

  “Take a bunch of teenage boys from
 the 

w
hitest, safest suburb in Am

erica and plunk 
them

 dow
n in a place w

here their friends are 
m

urdered and they are constantly attacked 
and threatened. Signal that no one cares, and 
fail to solve m

urders. Lim
it their options for 

escape. Then see w
hat happens.”     

 —
 Jill Leovy, ‘G

hettoside.’ 2015   
               
 

  “Exposure to gun violence can desensitize youth 
to the effects of violence and increase the likeli-
hood that they w

ill use violence as a m
eans of 

resolving problem
s or expressing em

otions.”  
 —

 Jam
es G

arbarino, et al., 2002 
  “G

un safety advocates and hard line gun 
enthusiasts all w

ant a country w
here children 

are not shot dead in their classroom
s. M

aintain-
ing the Second Am

endm
ent and protecting our 

children are not m
utually exclusive.” 

 —
 K

aile Shilling, Form
er Executive D

irector, 
Violence Prevention C

oalition of Los Angeles 
  “It’s the first tim

e m
y generation has created 

a m
ovem

ent of this m
agnitude and im

portance.  
I hope I’m

 able to look back on it som
e years 

dow
n the line as the beginning for w

hen change 
tow

ards gun violence occurred.”  
 —

 N
ick Song, high school student at the first 

M
arch 

for 
O

ur 
Lives, W

ashington, 
D

.C
., 

3/24/2018 
  “W

e have seen an absolutely enorm
ous spurt 

in handgun sales. You have state-by-state 
variations, but for the nation as a w

hole, an 
absolutely unprecedented boost in hand-
gun acquisition.”  
 —

 Jurgen Brauer, Sm
all Arm

s Analytics and 
Forecasting, w

w
w

.ibtim
es.com

/cornavirus-
econom

y-gun-sales, 4/5/2020  
  “D

on’t accept gun violence as ‘the N
ew

 
N

orm
al.’ N

o one deserves to be afraid. The 
bottom

 line is sim
ple: Fam

ilies shouldn’t be 
afraid to gather.  And people have the right 
to feel safe as they go about their daily lives. 
It’s past tim

e to get serious about ending gun 
violence.”  
 —

 Alex M
. Johnson, Program

 D
irector  

C
alifornia W

ellness Foundation 
https://w

w
w

.calw
ellness.org/stories/dont-ac-

cept-gun-violence-as-the-new
-norm

al/ 
  “W

e’ve been here before, w
hether it’s Tam

ir Rice or 
Trayvon M

artin, w
hen they kill our children, they 

then try to assassinate their character and I know
 

they're going to do that w
ith Ahm

aud Arbery.” 
 —

 Benjam
in Crum

p, attorney for Arbery's father 
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  T
H

E
 ISSU

E
: 

 
 H

istorical C
ontext  

 “W
e believe that gun violence is a public health issue, one 

that dam
ages entire com

m
unities and particularly im

pacts 
com

m
unities of color disproportionately…

 N
o one deserves 

to be afraid.”     
 – A

lex Johnson, Program
 D

irector,  
C

alifornia W
ellness Foundation 

 W
e cannot accurately calculate the w

ays in w
hich com

m
unity health 

is im
pacted daily by gun violence. A

 short list of critical issues includes: 
access to affordable and effective m

edical care, long term
 m

ental 
health interventions necessitated by traum

a, reduced ability to 
receive safe schooling w

hich in turn results in loss of ability to 
develop and m

aintain m
eaningful productive em

ploym
ent, overall 

dim
inution of quality of life because of fear of gun violence, and 

augm
ented deploym

ent of the crim
inal justice system

 as punitive 
response/ineffective solution. 
 D

espite political and cultural barriers, psychologists, youth activists, 
gun violence survivors and their fam

ilies, social and crim
inal justice 

reform
 w

orkers, and public health scientists are all w
orking to 

develop effective m
ethods to reduce gun violence. 

 https://apa.org/topics/violence/gun-violence-prevention 
   

G
LO

SSA
RY

:
 

  • B
rady L

aw
: w

ent into effect in 1994 as the first federal law
 to 

require background checks for gun sales.  Press Secretary Jam
es 

Brady w
as shot in the head during the 1981 assassination attem

pt on 
then President R

onald R
eagan. 

 • B
oyfriend Loophole: refers to a gap in A

m
erican gun legislation 

that allow
s access to guns by physically abusive ex-boyfriends and 

stalkers w
ith previous convictions. 

 • C
om

m
on sense gun law

s include: A
 com

m
on sense public 

safety agenda includes legislation that w
ill: • R

equire every gun 
buyer to pass a crim

inal background check • G
et m

ilitary-style assault 
w

eapons and high-capacity m
agazines off our streets • M

ake gun 
trafficking a federal crim

e.  
 • C

oncealed carry, or carrying a concealed w
eapon (C

C
W

), is 
the practice of carrying a w

eapon (such as a handgun) in public in 
a concealed m

anner, either on one’s person or in close proxim
ity. 

T
here is no federal statutory law

 concerning the issuance of 
concealed-carry perm

its. 
 • E

xtrem
e R

isk Law
s – E

xtrem
e R

isk P
rotection O

rder: T
he 

ER
PO

 allow
s fam

ily m
em

bers and/or law
 enforcem

ent officials to 
petition a judge to tem

porarily rem
ove firearm

s from
 individuals in 

crisis. T
he policy, w

hich is based on behavioral risk factors for 
dangerousness rather than a m

ental health diagnosis, gives loved ones 
the tools to protect individuals in crisis.  
 • G

un rights: T
he right to keep and bear arm

s is the people’s right 
to possess w

eapons for their ow
n defense. 

 • G
un rights advocates: state that increased firearm

 ow
nership by 

law
-abiding citizens reduces crim

e and assert that crim
inals have 

alw
ays had easy access to firearm

s. 
 • G

un safety research: Federal G
overnm

ent passed first bill in 
tw

enty years authorizing funding for gun violence research (D
ecem

ber 
2019). Bipartisan bill authorizes $25 m

illion and w
ill be allocated from

 
C

enters for D
isease C

ontrol(C
D

C
) and the N

ational Institutes of 
H

ealth (N
IH

).  T
he m

oney cannot be used to lobby for gun control.  
 • H

igh capacity m
agazines: com

m
only defined as am

m
unition 

m
agazines capable of holding m

ore than 10 rounds. 
 • H

.R
. 8: Bipartisan Background C

hecks A
ct of 2019. U

niversal back-
ground checks. Passed by U

.S. H
ouse of R

epresentatives 240 - 190.  
Pending action in the U

.S. Senate.  W
ould require alm

ost all firearm
s 

transactions to go through a background check, closing w
hat is called 

the private sale exem
ption. 

 • M
ass shooting: C

om
m

only defined as an incident w
here four or 

m
ore people are shot. 

  

H
istory of D

ays of D
ialogue

 
    In 1995, Los A

ngeles’ deeply divided reaction to the verdict 
in the crim

inal trial of O
. J. Sim

pson underscored how
 

far apart the diverse com
m

unities of Los A
ngeles and 

the nation stand on som
e basic issues.  A

s a result, then-
C

ouncilm
an M

ark R
idley-T

hom
as called together a 

m
eeting of civic leaders and com

m
unity activists to 

diffuse escalating tensions.  O
ut of this w

as born an 
innovative, non-partisan initiative, Los A

ngeles’ first city-
w

ide discussion —
A

 D
ay of D

ialogue on R
ace R

elations. 
 Since then, thousands of people, both locally and nationally, 
have participated in D

ays of D
ialogue program

s; from
 

political Tow
n H

all forum
s in large civic auditorium

s, to 
sm

all group m
eetings in neighborhood libraries, schools, 

churches and fire stations. IN
S

T
IT

U
T

E
 F

O
R

 N
O

N
V
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L

E
N

C
E

 IN
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A
 P

lace to Start
 

 R
ESO

U
R

C
ES &

 O
R

G
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

S:  
  C

om
m

unity Policing U
nification P

rogram
 

(form
erly the Biased Policing C

om
plaint M

ediation Program
)  

D
ispute Resolution Program

, O
ffice of the LA

 C
ity A

ttorney  
www.lacityattorney.org/drp, 213-978-1880 
 T

he N
ational D

om
estic V

iolence H
otline  

1.800.799.7233 
 N

ational Suicide P
revention Lifeline  

1.800.273.TA
LK

 (8255) 
 A

lliance for G
un R

esponsibility 
https://foundation.gunresponsibility.org/gun-violence-in-am

erica/ 
 B

rady U
nited.org  www.bradyunited.org/resources#issues 

 C
enter for D

isease C
ontrol and P

revention  www.cdc.gov 
 T

he C
oalition to Stop G

un V
iolence  

https://www.csgv.org/issues/disarm
ing-dom

estic-violence/ 
 D

isarm
ing D

om
estic A

busers  www.disarm
dv.org 

 T
he Educational Fund to Stop G

un V
iolence  www.efsgv.org 

 Everytow
n for G

un Safety  www.everytown.org 
 T

he G
iffords Law

 C
enter to P

revent G
un V

iolence  
www.lawcenter.giffords.org 
 M

arch for O
ur Lives  www.m

archforourlives.com
 

 N
R

A
 Policies  https://explore.nra.org/interests/politics-and-legislation/ 

 Policies that W
ork to R

educe G
un V

iolence 
https://am

ericanhealth.jhu.edu/reduce-gun-violence 
 W

om
en A

gainst G
un V

iolence  www.wagv.org 
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